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With a view to an amicable settlemei
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that would speedily and satisfactorily
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'I lie company will not listen t

The Journal's Message.
The Journal sent the following message

to a large number of prominent people in
all walks of life:

Dear Sir.The Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company,and its employes, motormen and conductors,have disagreed as to wages and workinghours. After several futile conferences,these men last night went on strike and left
their cars. In consequence the citizens of
Brooklyn are suffering many inconveniences.

Will you consent to act as one of a board
that will seek to arbitrate these differences,and to ascertain fair wages and working hours;
to listen to the statements of both sines, and
declare what is just for the men and reasonablefor the company? W. U. HEARST.
The responses to this message were immediateand cordial. Men enough to form

three boards of arbitration volunteered
their services gladly with the sole view to
settle peacefully and justly a great labor
dispute.
There could be no question as to the

honesty or justice of their decision should
the case be left to them. If the men had
just grievances they could rest assured
that any body of high-minded, honest citizens,regardless of wealth and social position,would readily declare in their favor.
On the other hand, if the company was

not oppressing its employes, was not makingthem work too long hours, and was not
paying them too small wages the decision
of such a board as the Journal proposes
would be honestly in favor of the corporation.
The Journal laid before the leaders of the

strikers and the officers of the railroad
company yesterday its proposition of disinterestedarbitration. It suggested that a
board of arbitration should be selected from
among the dozens of men to whom it had
sent the message quoted. A partial list of
the men named included:
Former Mayor David A. Boody, Former

Mayor Charles A. Schieren, both of Brooklyn;Former Mayors Hugh J. Grant and
Thomas F. Gilroy, of New York; Louis
Windmuller, J. Harsen Rboades, the Itev.
William S. Rainafford, Charles W. Dayton,
Oliver H. P. Belmont, Theodore Sutro,
Rabbi Gottheil, William Astor Chanler, E.
W. Blodmingdale, the Rev. Dt. R. S. MacArthur,the Rev. S. P. Cad-man. Edward M.
Grout, George W. Alger and Rabbi Krauskopf.
From among these men and many more

on the Journal's list a board of arbitration
could be chosen to which any man might
safely trust his property and even his life.
On behalf of the men. James Pines,

Master Workman in charge of the strike,
stid:
"We would be perfectly willing; to

leave tlie question of our grievances
nnd clnims to such n Board of Arbitrationas tlie Journal proposes, and
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i y will have nothing to do with arbitration,
will not grant to its striking employes, the

rents in the world accept as'the most just
es.

I ague has declared in favor of arbitration
es of human beings and the very existence
nsit Company does not believe in this prinlitedStates and Great Britain and Russia
to be best for t'he welfare of their people,
irt of the difficulties between the company
1 yn, the Journal y^terday proposed a plan
put an end to all the inconveniences suffered

o arbitration in any form.

willingly nbide by its decision. The
men feel that they have just rights,
which no fair-minded court would!
refuse them. On bebnlf of the gtrilfjing railroad employes, I may say
officially that such arbitration
would be nt once accented.
The Journal next went before the offi-

cers of ihc Brooklyn Rapid Transit Companyand asked whether the principle of
arbitration would be accepted by the
company ito at once end its difficult es
with the men. the selection of the court
to be left entirely to the company's own
choosing from among the citizens whom

The Company's Refusal.
Speaking for President Rossiter and the

directors of the company. Secretary Will-!
liams gave the following answer:

"Tlii.s company does no>t care to
enter Into any arbitration scheme.!
There is nothing to arbitrate. Widenot recognize that any strike ei-;
ists. No arbitration, either such as
the Journal proposes or any other,
will be considered."

j Thus the company, confident of its:
[strength and power, even above the law of
justice, spurned the opportunity of dealing
honestly and justly with its employes.
There were many considerations buck of

this autocratic action by Brooklyn's street
car monopolists.

First, they are securely intrenched behindfranchises for which they paid practicallynothing, and by which they control
the city streets in defiance of all competition.
Secondly, thev are backed by the gamIbling power of Wall Street, where millions

of their bonds based on these public fran:chises are floated, and millions more of
stock based on the fares contributed by
the people are juggled in daily fictitious

Aud those railway autocrats who scorn
the arbitration principle that even the Czar]
of Russia advocates, are more strongly
backed by the holders of these bonds and
stocks. Judicious distribution of stock certificatesin official and influential circles
has frequently in the past accomplished
miracles that the humble citizen could not
understand.
The stock of the Brooklyn iTapid Transit

Company was the favorite gamble _n Wall
Street a few months ago. Many people receivedthe "tip'' and made money out of it.
The "tip" was given only ro those who
might prove of service. The Brooklyn
Rapid Transit Company has needed "service"in the past few days, especially offl1cial service, and lias freely received It.
With all this backing President Rossiter

and his officers snap their fingers at arbitration.
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"Half of the men of the Rapid Transit
system are out," said Master Workman
Pines. "I believe a thousand have quit
their cars since yesterday."
"Only one man in nine has gone out."

said President Rosslter. of the Rapid TransitCompany. "Many of those who strucK

yesterday came back to work to-day."
"About 65 per cent of the usual numberj
cars are coming over the Bridge," sa'd

a policeman whose regular station is at the
Manhattan end of the Brooklyn Bridge.
Perhaps the policeman's estimate is as

good as can be made of the copditiou betweensuccess and failure of the Brooklyn
trolley str'ke.
Master Workman Pines, his whole mind

bent on victory, sees the situation through
a very different pair of spectacles than
does President Rosslter. Pines not^s thej
intervals between the cars and listens to!
the reports of the district leaders, each as

fervent in the cause as himself, and in
these symptoms sees victory for the strikers.;
Rossiter notes the cars of every line, and

from the fact of his knowledge of a few
converts guesses there are many.
Yesterday was a trying day to both sides,

There was not as much of violence as on:

Sunday, but the strain is beginning to tell,
and to-nisrht should determine whether the:
movement will abate, or whether It will
spread and keep Brooklyn disturbed for
weeks.

But Three Dis turbances Yesterday.
There was only one serious riot all day.

At Greenpoint, where a crowd of probably
ten thousand people had gathered, a motor
man named Osbourne, who had struck, but
later returned to work, was dragged from
his car, beaten and knocked down.
The squad of twenty police on dutyj

there was inadequate. Osbourne was down
and above him towered a striker with a

heavy paving stone In his hand. Before he!
could crush the prostrate man's head an
undersized detective named Behler wriggled
through the crowd and knocked the striker
aside. He took his stand above Osbourne
and, revolver in hand, held the crowd back
until a reserve of fifty policemen reached
the scene.
There was a savage Vharge. and many

men went down beneath the long riot cu bs.
In twenty minutes the street was cleared,

and Garrity. the man of the paving stone,
and three of his mates were en route to
jail.
Osbourne, badly injured, followed in an

ambulance.
Another lnotorman was hurt on Flatbush

avenue and Bast Broadway, and a switch-
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man was felled with an iron bar on Manhattanavenue.
Three policemen found themselves unable

to cope with a crowd that had blockaded
Nostrand avenue, near Linden street. HeU>
reached tbeni after a while, and twelve
mounted police and eighteen on foot
charged and scattered the mob.
One policeman was felled by a cobble

stone, and a dozen strikers were knocked
down.
There was an incipient riot at Bath Beach

in which a score of strikers, out of two
hundred, were soundly knocked about by
the police, and that is practically the full
tale of the day's violence up to sunset.

Cars Ran on All Lines.
You could go anywhere in Brooklyn jrou

pleased yesterday on the trolley oars, and
the elevated roads were not affected at all.
To be sure, you might have to wait fifteen

or twenty minutes if your destination was

Brighton Beach, or Coney Island before gettinga car, and when you got it you were

likely "to be further delayed by piles of
stones on the tracks; your cars were almost
sure to be assailed by epithets which you
would rather your women folk did not bear,
and there was even a chance that you
might have to dodge half a brick thrown
from the middle of a crowd, and wait untilyour police escort made a dash to catch,
the miscreant.
But if you were patient and stuck to your

car you were bound to reach your journey'send all right.
There were the usual number of musses

that might have turned into violent riots,
and in one case, at least, there was a pis-
tol drawn. <'ar Inspector Lewis drew the
weapon without provocation.
But the physical damages of the riot were

limited to a few bruises to heads, distributedabout evenly between strikers and
"scabs."
'Bo the Manhattan police is due the credit

of smothering the flame of violence into the
mere smoldering of yest'erday. Soldiers
could not have done as much, for the
United States uniform, present in such a
cause, is like a red rag to the man who la
striking for a chance to make his earnings
a decent sum.
The Brooklyn police could not have handledthe strike at all. But the 1,500 tall,

broad-shouldered, splendidly officered men
from Manhattan were exactly the force to
produce the best results. Men will bare
their breasts to bayonets'and rifle bullets
who will uot stand for a moment before a
clubbing.
There is no heroism In being hustled by a

policeman and taking a welt over the head
from a long night stick, and possibly a kick
as well.
The New York policeman, callous as to

causes, and grumpy from being taken from
his sleep and a comfortable post he knew
so well, was flerce enough to d« the most


